AUGUST 2018

VOL. 5

CONNECTED CAREGIVERS
Updates & Opportunities for Resource Families in California

Resource Family Policy
Summits

SNEAK PEEK
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BY JENN REXROAD

2018 Legislation
Update for Caregivers

On June 30, caregivers from the greater Sacramento
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region, including Sacramento, Placer, El Dorado, and
Yolo Counties participated in a Resource Family
Policy Summit held in Davis, CA. Resource Families
from around the state, including foster, kinship,
adoptive and guardian families are participating in
the formalization of a statewide caregiver policy
agenda. Caregiver input was collected in five areas.
These areas, or domains are: Placement Stability;
Education and Transportation;
Medical/Dental/Mental Health; Child and Families
Teams and Decision-Making; and

Regional Events to
Create Statewide
Caregiver Policy Agenda
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Meeting the Mental
Health Needs of Adoptive
& Guardianship Families
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Parents & Caregivers
for Wellness
Connect & Follow!

Training/Mentoring/Coaching. Continued....
We thank the Walter S. Johnson Foundation for their generous support.

Resource Family Policy
Summits, continued
The input collected at these events will
guide California Alliance of Caregiver's
advocacy over the next year, including at
Caregiver Day at the Capitol, monthly &
quarterly meetings with statewide
advocates, legislative staff, and
Department of Social Services staff, and
in stakeholder workgroups. California
Alliance of Caregivers has begun sharing
the raw data with decision makers in
order to inform the retention and
recruitment of high quality foster
families. A final statewide Caregiver
Policy Agenda will be published in early
2019. Counties will be able to use
regional and statewide data for the
ongoing development of their programs.
The gathering of this data should be
useful for the retention and recruitment
of families, and for validating the needs
of children in foster care.
California Alliance of Caregivers strives to
bring the caregiver voice to system-wide
improvement efforts. Caregivers are the
primary intervention into the lives of
children in the child welfare system. All
caregivers are invited to attend any of the
summit events. Registration is free and
includes lunch and children's program.

Save the Date!
Caregiver Day at the
Capitol
January 22, 2019

Legislation Supporting
Resource Families &
Children in Foster Care
The bills that CAC is tracking and providing
input/support on are:
AB - 1784 - Resource family approval: pilot
program - coaching/training - Appropriations
AB - 2043 - Foster youth: response system 24 hour hotline and mobile response- Approp
AB - 2183 - Foster care: resource family making RFA work - Appropriations
AB - 2323 - Child abuse and neglect
investigations - Appropriations
SB - 925 - Foster care: CASA invited to
participate in Child & Family Team meetings Signed by the Governor
SB - 940 - Student Financial Aid: Cal Grant:
Foster Youth - Higher Education
SB - 1083 - Resource Family Approval Appropriations
FPRRS - Foster Parent Retention,
Recruitment & Support Funding- has not
been extended
*The Governor has included funding for
Emergency (relative) placements!
You can sign up for updates or read bill
language at:
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov
or on our website:
cacaregivers.org/updates-advocacy/
Please let us know if you have any concerns
or ideas for amendments.

UPCOMING
RESOURCE FAMILY SUMMITS
www.cacaregivers.org/regional-events

29
SEPT

SAN BERNARDINO/
EAST LA
Hillside Community Church
Rancho Cucamongo

SOUTHERN CA
University of St. Augustine
San Marcos
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Lunch & Children's Program

20
OCT

9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Breakfast & Children's
Program

TBD
STATEWIDE
MEETING/WEBINAR
SACRAMENTO
CA Endowment
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Caregiver Policy Agenda
Finalization

03
DEC

MORE LOCATIONS
COMING SOON
Check the website for
updates or email us if you are
interested in attending an
event in your region.
dfreier@cacaregivers.org

Somewhere to Turn
Meeting the Mental Health Needs of
Adoptive & Guardianship Families

New resources are available for parents and agencies to better
support youth, adoptive and guardianship families. These four guides
offer tools and tips to assist agencies and mental health professionals
implement recommendations made by the AB 1790 Stakeholder
Group on how to remove barriers to the provision of mental health
services by adoption-competent professionals.

www.cacaregivers.org/mental-health

Parents & Caregivers for Wellness is a project of the
California Mental Health Services Oversight &
Accountability Commission (MHSOAC). This
stakeholder engagement project is documenting
parent voice to inform decisions made about the
state's mental health services for children.
Parents & Caregivers for Wellness held three training
2-day training events for parents and providers with
experts in youth behavioral and mental health.
Presentations, handouts and other resources for
parents are available for downloading.
For a complete list of resources and presentations,
please visit our website:
www.cacaregivers.org/mental-health

UPCOMING
EVENTS
September 27-28
Caregiver & Provider
training in Eureka

October 2018
Caregiver & Provider
training in Bakersfield

January 2019
Caregiver & Provider
training in Sonoma

March 2019
Caregiver & Provider
training in Fresno

July 2019
Caregiver & Provider
training in Lancaster

A full list of the California Mental Health Advocates for
Children & Youth Conference presentations:
https://cmhacy.org/2018-conference/#presentation
Please take the caregiver survey if you haven't
already given feedback:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/parentcaregiver_cac
Sign up for information on upcoming Parents &
Caregivers for Wellness events:
http://bit.ly/PC4WSignup

May 2019
California Mental
Health Advocates for
Children & Youth
Conference
www.cmhacy.org

