SEPTEMBER 2018

VOL. 6

CONNECTED CAREGIVERS
Updates & Opportunities for Resource Families in California

Education Supports Do your children have
what they need?
BY JENN REXROAD

As caregivers, we know that children need more than
new shoes and backpacks to get settled into a
successful new school year. Many of the children
that we care for may have started in a new school.
Many face challenges in their lives beyond what their
typical classmates face. In order to support children
in receiving the most out of the education that is
their entitlement, some caregivers will need to
advocate for them to receive the services they need.
If you suspect that your child(ren) may need
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specialized services, it is a good idea to request an
assessment for an IEP. Continued....
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Education Supports, continued

Did you know that anyone can request an
IEP (individualized education plan)? The
request must be made in writing. The
school district has 15 days to respond to
the request with an assessment plan. A
birth parent or education rights holder will
need to sign the assessment plan before
the school can proceed with an
evaluation.
Caregivers may want to ensure that the
child is assessed in the social/emotional
domain. A child may be a straight A
student, but still need an IEP for
social/emotional support at school.

Educational Resources to
Support Foster Youth
www.cacaregivers.org/
education

All links are on our website!
We recommend that all caregivers review the
"Education Rights Overview" presentation
on our website (see above). There are
upcoming trainings around the state on
accessing educational services.

California Foster Care Education Law Fact
Sheets - this toolkit answers many questions
for caregivers. Topics include: Educational
Rights and School Stability, Educational
Decision-Making for Foster Youth, Early Care
A student doesn't need to be "Emotionally
and Education, Special Education, School
Disturbed" in order to need or qualify for
Discipline, Foster Youth Graduation
an IEP. Many children in foster care may
Exemption Requirements and Transition
meet the "Other Health Impairment"
Services to Support College and Career.
requirement for an IEP if they do not meet
any of the other qualifying requirements
Foster Youth Education Rights - poster for
because of the trauma they have
youth and caregivers.
experienced.
School districts are now solely responsible
for the provision of educationally related
mental health
services. These services are available to
any student with a disability needing
mental health services to benefit from
education.

Save the Date!
Caregiver Day at the
Capitol
January 22, 2019

Foster Youth Education Toolkit & Webinars
from the Alliance for Children's Rights - this
comprehensive toolkit has many forms you
may need to print out and use, and also
resources/tips for getting more support from
your school or district.
CA Foster Youth Education Resource Hub:
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/Califo
rnia-Foster-Youth-Education-Resource-Hub
Know who your Foster Youth Services
Coordinating Program contact is. See our
website or email Fosteryouth@cde.ca.gov.

