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Governor Brown signs SB SNEAK PEEK
1083 and vetoes AB2043 02
BY JENN REXROAD

SB 1083 (Mitchell) was signed by Governor Brown on
9-29-18. This concludes successful advocacy efforts
by caregivers to improve the Resource Family
Approval process. Current licensed families now
have until December 31, 2020 to convert to Resource
Family Approval. Hurdles to timely placement with
relatives were removed. Relatives now have access
to funding while completing the Resource Family
Approval process, ensuring that all children entering
the child welfare system receive support. Sadly,
despite overwhelming support by both houses, AB
2043 was vetoed. This would have established a 24
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hour crisis hotline and mobile response for
caregivers.

We thank the Walter S. Johnson Foundation for their generous support.

Resource Family
Policy Agenda
Underway!
Resource Family Policy Summits have
collected caregiver input as far North as
Crescent City and as far South as San
Marcos in Northern San Diego County.
Caregiver input is being collected in five
domains: Placement Stability;
Training/Mentoring/Coaching;
Education/Transportation;
Medical/Mental/Dental Health; Child &
Family Teams/Decision Making. All the
feedback received will be shared with
counties, the Department of Social
Services, the County Welfare Directors'
Association, and other advocates. This
agenda will be the "backbone" of our
advocacy in 2019. Caregivers across the
state will have the opportunity to
participate in the final workshop via
webinar if they are unable to attend the inperson meeting in Sacramento. This
workshop is on December 3. Please
contact Dayna, dfreier@cacaregivers.org if
you are interested in attending.
Registration begins in November. Come to
one of the remaining summits if you are
available. If you would like to help plan an
event in your area for 2019, let us know!

Save the Date!
Caregiver Day at the
Capitol
January 22, 2019

California Alliance of
Caregivers Ambassadors
meet monthly with CA
Child Welfare Director
California Alliance of Caregivers
Ambassadors are support group leaders
that convene in twice monthly conference
calls to get updates from Sacramento and
to bring issues to statewide advocacy and
workgroups. Greg Rose is the Deputy
Director of Child Welfare. He is very
interested in hearing feedback from
caregivers so that he can get a sense of
how policies and programs are working at
the ground level. There is now a list of
action items that caregivers are working
through with Greg. While not all issues and
barriers cannot be immediately
addressed, highlighting these barriers and
issues is important. Many programs are in
currently in development. Advocates have
the opportunity to advise on how these
programs created and implemented. An
example of an issue that caregivers are
working on: children being placed with a
former caregiver. Currently, a former
caregiver is not always contacted when a
child comes back into care. The CWS-CMS
system is currently being updated, and it
can be changed to make it easier for the
placing social worker to locate a child's
former foster parents, relatives, and other
important people in their lives. Ground
level feedback from caregivers brought
this unfortunately system to the attention
of CDSS.

Legal Tools for Caregivers
Caregivers are one of the most important sources of
information about the children in their care and are
entitled to:
Notice of all review and permanency hearings, to be served at
least 15 days before the hearing.
A written summary of the social worker’s recommendations, to
be received at least 10 days prior to the scheduled hearing.
(This written summary may only be 1-2 sentences or simply a
box that is checked.)
Attend all review hearings, submit any evidence you deem
relevant to the Court in writing. (JV290)
A copy of the JV-290 Caregiver Information Form, which allows
the caregiver to provide information directly to the court about
the child. The social worker is required to provide the caregiver
with a JV-290 Form, along with instructions on how to file it,
with the social worker’s written recommendations.
File the JV-290 Caregiver Information Form with the court prior
to review hearings. The JV-290 Form gives the caregiver an
opportunity to provide information directly to the judge. The
court shall consider the information in the Caregiver Form prior
to determining any disposition regarding the child.

For more information & assistance visit:
www.advokids.org or 877.238.4543

