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Caregiver Day at the Capitol
BY JENN REXROAD

The 3rd annual Caregiver Day at the Capitol on
January 22 had 125 participants hold 98 meetings
with legislative offices! In 2018, caregiver advocacy
led to relative caregivers receiving funding at the
time of placement - 60 days after Caregiver Day at
the Capitol! This was unprecedented. This year,
caregiver advocacy has led to awareness and
interest in the need for Transportation to School of
Origin, Expansion of the Child Care Bridge program,
and a Family Urgent Response System.
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Assemblymember Quirk-Silva has introduced AB 337.
Connect & Follow!
This bill will require counties to provide a notice of

action to caregivers to inform them if their child is...

We thank Dignity Health or their generous support.

Caregiver Day at the Capitol

(Continued from page 1)
eligible for the education travel
reimbursement to remain in their school of
origin.
Assemblymember Rubio gave an inspiring
speech to caregivers during the morning
training. She had been responsible for
helping to ensure that all caregivers receive
funding at the time of
placement. During the afternoon reception,
the new Assembly Human Services
Committee Chair, Asm. Eloise Gomez Reyes
spoke about her commitment to assisting
The very successful Resource Family
foster youth and families.
Policy Summits are an ongoing program
of California Alliance of Caregivers. In
California Alliance of Caregivers and the
Alliance for Children's Rights will continue 2019, we will share the first statewide
Caregiver Policy Agenda for review and
to follow up with legislative offices and
inform caregivers of opportunities to share input at Resource Family Policy Summits.
There will also be an added component of
their stories and issues at legislative
local level advocacy training.
hearings this spring.

2019 Resource Family
Policy Summits

Caregivers and advocates can also
participate in local advocacy through the
district offices of Assemblymembers and
Senators. There will be a webinar training
on local advocacy strategies in mid
March. Thank you to all caregivers who
attended Caregiver Day at the Capitol and
who made the day a HUGE success!

We have scheduled 10 Resource Family
Policy Summits for 2019. If your group or
association is interested in scheduling an
event for 2020 or would like to be on the
waitlist for 2019, please let us know.
The information and feedback gathered
from caregivers was handed out to 98
legislative offices on Caregiver Day at the
Capitol. We will be presenting the top
needs of caregivers to our stakeholder
workgroups and to other child welfare
advocates. This Caregiver Policy Agenda is
for all caregivers to use and share as
needed.

2019 CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE
CAREGIVER POLICY AGENDA
SUPPORTING STABILITY

Education &
Transportation

FOSTER CARE
STATS
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3.79 in
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Children in Foster
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Children in Foster
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PLACEMENT STABILITY
California's foster and kinship
caregivers are the primary
intervention into the lives of abused
and neglected children in foster
care. These caregivers need
adequate support in order to provide
stable homes where children can
heal and thrive. The statewide
Continuum of Care Reform
acknowledges that children do best
in the nurture of a stable, loving
family home. Foster care outcomes
can improve when caregiver
feedback is included into program
and policy development and
implementation. Caregivers need
your help to promote policies that
support caregivers and high quality
foster care.
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PLACEMENT STABILITY
PROMOTING THE WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS OF
CALIFORNIA'S FOSTER & KINSHIP
CAREGIVERS
POLICY #1 - PRIORITIZE TIMELY ACCESS TO
SUPPORTIVE RESOURCES FOR
CAREGIVERS
Expanded Emergency Child Care Bridge Program
Access to Trained Respite Care Providers
Peer Support & Mentoring
Training & Coaching on Child & Family Specific Issues
Access to Assistance for Transporting to School of Origin
Access to Specialized Permanency Services
Child-Centered Placement

POLICY #2 - ENGAGE CAREGIVERS IN
DECISION-MAKING
Information Sharing
Implementation of Child & Family Team Meetings
Value Caregiver Voice in Child & Family Teams
Neutral Child & Family Team Meeting Facilitation
Notification of Court Hearings and Court Decisions
Training on Caregiver Information Court Forms

POLICY #3 - PRIORITIZE TIMELY ACCESS TO
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Timely Assessments and Referrals
Establish 24-hour Crisis Response and Intervention
Increase Specialty Mental Health Providers for Children

POLICY #4 - PROVIDE CHILD-SPECIFIC COACHING AND
PEER MENTORS
Peer Support & Mentoring
Training & Coaching on Child & Family Specific Issues

ABOUT CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE OF CAREGIVERS
California Alliance of Caregivers represents the voices of
relative and non-relative caregivers to promote the wellbeing of children in foster care. In 2018, caregivers from
Crescent City to San Diego met in 7 regional Resource Family
Policy Summits across the state to share their experiences
with and solutions to improve the child welfare system.
*For more information on CA's first statewide caregiver policy agenda, visit www.cacaregivers.org/policy

Ensuring Child Care Assistance for Foster Families Through Increased Access
to Emergency Child Care Bridge Program at Time of Placement
SUMMARY
Children who are in the child welfare system
and experience multiple moves are at
increased risk for poor outcomes in academic
achievement, socio-emotional health,
developing insecure attachments, and distress
due to the instability and uncertainty that
comes with not having a stable family
environment. Placement stability is enhanced
when families have access to high quality child
care at the time of placement.
One of the primary barriers for potential
families seeking to take in a foster child is the
lack of access to child care. Resource families,
particularly relative caregivers, often take in
children with little advance notice or
planning. While children in foster care are
often eligible for California’s subsidized
child care system, it can take months to get
into those programs and navigating them can
be overwhelming to foster caregivers.

On January 1, 2018, California established
the Emergency Child Care Bridge program
(SB 89) (Bridge program) to increase the
number of foster children placed in family
settings, promote placement stability and
support the child care needs of eligible
families. Families may receive time-limited
(6 to 12 months) vouchers or payments to
pay for child care while they are at work,
school or completing additional activities
such as training, approval requirements and
judicial reviews.
Currently, only $21 million is allocated to child
care vouchers through the bridge program. The
Lifting Children and Families Out of Poverty
Task Force, which included expansion of the
Bridge program as part of their
recommendations to end child poverty,
estimates that about $85 million is needed
annually to ensure that every foster family who
needs child care support receives it. Increasing

access to child care will enable a larger pool of
families to become foster parents and help
ensure stable homes for more children in need.

ISSUE
Bridge program funds are limited and do not
meet the needs of every eligible foster child
and family.
Caregivers who work or are in school cannot
take in a child without significantly
disrupting their lives or putting their family
in financial jeopardy. The lack of access to
child care at the time of placement keeps kids
out of home-based family care settings and is
detrimental to placement stability of those in
family placements.
Children are experiencing instability in
placements and delays in being connected with
caregivers, including relatives and family
members, because the families that want to care
for them work outside their homes and cannot
afford child care.

PROPOSAL
This budget proposal will expand the Bridge
program to ensure that vouchers are available
to help caregivers access child care
immediately upon placement of a child in their
home and that all foster children can access
ongoing child care to ensure stability in their
placement.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Susanna Kniffen, Senior Director,
Child Welfare Policy
Children Now
(916) 379-5256 ext. 124
skniffen@childrennow.org

Promoting Placement Stability for Foster Youth
Through Immediate Crisis Response
SUMMARY
Foster children and youth should live in
stable family homes with nurturing
caregivers to help them recover from the
trauma they have experienced.
Unfortunately, as caregivers and children
seek to develop a strong relationship, they
are often left alone to navigate
misunderstandings and frustrations which
can escalate and have detrimental results.
Crisis response can play an important role in
assisting both caregiver and child to help
families build strong relationships, work
through difficult moments, and stabilize.
ISSUE
Misunderstandings and challenging
situations in the home can lead to placement
instability and placement disruptions. A
2015 report by the American Academy of
Pediatrics, Helping Foster and Adoptive
Families Cope with Trauma, observes that,
“children who have experienced
maltreatment often have developed different
ways of perceiving and reacting to their
world…. Foster and adoptive parents who
do not understand these differences risk
frustration and may feel resentment as they
struggle to understand and raise their
children. The resulting stress can disrupt
placement and eventually lead to
unfavorable outcomes for the children.”
Caregivers may feel their only options are to
contact law enforcement, which can result in
the inappropriate criminalization of foster
youth.
Immediate crisis response can play an
important role in assisting both caregivers
and children, and stabilize placements
during moments of crisis.

Specialists will be trained to provide traumainformed support, defuse challenging
situations, and maintain foster youth in their
current living situations.
Additionally, immediate crisis response can
help families avoid escalation, such as
inappropriate involvement of law
enforcement and/or removal of the youth
from the caregiver’s home.
PROPOSED BILL
The proposal supports foster youth and the
families who step up in moments of crisis to
stabilize quality homes for our most
vulnerable population. Specifically, this bill:
•

Requires the California Department of
Social Services to establish a statewide
hotline, to be available 24-hours per day,
seven days per week to respond to
caregiver or youth calls when a crisis
arises; and

•

Requires county child welfare and
behavioral health agencies to establish
county-based mobile crisis-response
units to respond should it be determined
that current or former foster youth and
their caregivers could benefit from an inhome response.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Susanna Kniffen, Senior Director,
Child Welfare Policy
Children Now
(916) 379-5256 ext. 124
skniffen@childrennow.org

Enhancing Educational Outcomes Through School Stability for Foster Youth
from the Time of Placement
SUMMARY
Children and youth removed from their
home as a result of abuse or neglect and
placed in foster care are eligible to remain in
their school to promote school stability and
improve educational outcomes. These
“school of origin rights” include funding
reimbursement to the caregiver for
transporting a child to school as part of the
foster care maintenance payment.
However, transportation funding does not
begin until the caregiver is approved through
the resource family approval process, which
means children and youth placed with
emergency caregivers (usually relatives)
prior to resource family approval must wait
many months before they begin to receive
funding to transport the child to their school
of origin.
ISSUE
Caregivers are entitled to reimbursement for
providing transportation to a child’s school
of origin once they are approved as resource
families. However, because funding does
not begin at the time of placement,
emergency caregivers are not immediately
eligible for reimbursement. Resource Family
Approval takes an average of 125 days to
complete –nearly a three-quarters of a
school year. Without financial support to
cover the cost of transportation, it is often
untenable for families to transport a child to
their school of origin.
Without immediate access to transportation
reimbursement, children often end up
changing schools when they change
placements; preventing them from
exercising their right to remain in their
school of origin, disrupting community

connections and further compounding their
trauma.
Students in the California foster care system
have the poorest outcomes of any subgroup
(51% of foster youth graduate high school
compared to the 84% state average), due in
part to the fact that youth in care change
schools an average of eight times while in
care, losing four to six months of
educational progress with each move.
Studies also consistently show that school
stability is critical for academic achievement
and social/emotional wellbeing.
PROPOSED BILL
This proposed bill will enhance educational
outcomes and promote school and
placement stability by ensuring that foster
children who qualify for education
transportation reimbursement receive that
support at the time of placement even if the
caregiver has not completed resource family
approval.
This proposal will also provide families with
notice of their right to receive
reimbursement for the cost of transporting a
youth to their school of origin.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Angie Schwartz, Policy Director,
Alliance for Children’s Rights
916-930-0275 x 208
a.schwartz@kids-alliance.org

Foster Care Closets

FIND THIS AND OTHER RESOURCES AT WWW.FOSTERCOALITION.COM
Alameda Co, CA: ACDCFS Clothes Closet
Anaheim, CA: Foster Care Auxiliary Thrift Store
Arcata, CA: Aracata School District Clothes Closet
Bakersfield, CA: The Caring Closet
Concord, CA: Sweet Beginnings Family Resource Center
Elk Grove, CA: Chicks in Crisis (diapers, wipes, baby clothes,maternity hygiene and more)
Eureka, CA: Foster Care Resource Center
Folsom, CA: Ripples to Waves
Folsom, CA: Twin Lakes Food Bank (clothes & birthday kits)
Fontana, CA: Moon Light Foster Closet
Long Beach, CA: Love Gives Foster Closet
Los Angeles, CA: Closet of Miracles
Los Angeles, CA Emporium LA
Los Angeles, CA: Foster Children's Resource Center
Modesto, CA: Olivianna's Closet (infants & toddlers)
Modesto, CA: Sierra Vista Family Resource Drop-In Center
Newbury Park, CA: James Store House
Novato, CA: Stork's Nest maternal/infant clothing
Northridge, CA: Foster Children's Resource Center
Ramona, CA: Ramona Food & Clothes Closet
Redding, CA: God's Closet
Sacramento, CA: Food Bank & Family Service
Sacramento, CA: Love Olivia (special needs children)
San Diego, CA: My Girlfriend's Closet
San Diego Co., CA: Straight from the Heart
San Francisco (East Bay), CA: 1 Closet
San Jose, CA: Grace Baptist Church
San Jose, CA: KAFPA Clothing Closet
San Luis Obispo/Santa Barbara Counties: Children's Resource Network of the Central Coast
San Marcos, CA: Straight from the Heart
Santa Cruz, CA: Hope's Closet
Santa Cruz, CA: Independent Living Resource Center
Southern CA: The Mobile Closet
Temecula, CA: Hope's Community Closet
Temecula, CA: Rhea Lana's (has special foster care events)
Tustin, CA: Closet of Miracles
Vacaville, CA: Heart 2 Heart Solano Youth Services
Ventura Co., CA: Defending the Fatherless
Ventura Co., CA: Heart to Heart
Ventura Co., CA: Rachel’s Closet
Woodland, CA: Hope's Anchor

