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2019 Foster Care Legislation
BY JENN REXROAD

We are very excited to present our new legislation
tracker with updates in real time:
www.cacaregivers.org/legislation. The legislation
included are bills affecting caregivers and children in
foster care. These are bills that we are following or
providing input into. California Alliance of Caregivers
is co-sponsoring AB734 Resource Family Coaching
Pilot Program and AB1006 Family Urgent Response
System. We will be submitting letters of support and
will be providing testimony on some of the other
bills. We will also be asking for increased funding for
the Child Care Bridge program, and the extension of
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the Foster Parent Retention, Recruitment, and
Support funding.

We thank Dignity Health or their generous support.

CAC Welcomes Teighen Zink, CA
FYI AmeriCorps Volunteer

California Alliance of Caregivers is a partner
of the California Foster Youth Initiative
AmeriCorps program. Teighen Zink, a
former foster youth, began work as the CAC
Volunteer Coordinator on Monday, March 3
as part of this program. She is 21 years old
and was adopted at the age 5 into a family
with 2 other adopted kids. "My adopted
mother was a social worker and my dad was
a police officer. I remember being scared
and confused in a place I wasn’t familiar
with. Although I didn't choose this home, it
would become my forever home. As I grew
up, this family slowly became my only
family. I quickly forgot about everything else
that had been going on in my life before
this." In her new position, she will be
working closely with CAC members to
provide support with whatever they may
need. Teighen says "this is an amazing
opportunity that anyone would be lucky to
get." On Friday, Teighen and Dayna
attended a reception at the Governor's
Mansion and are pictured below with
California's First Lady, Jennifer Siebel
Newsom.

2019 Resource Family
Policy Summits
The very successful Resource Family
Policy Summits are an ongoing program
of California Alliance of Caregivers. In
2019, we will share the first statewide
Caregiver Policy Agenda for review and
input at Resource Family Policy Summits.
There will also be an added component of
local level advocacy training.
We are scheduling 10 Resource Family
Policy Summits for 2019. Please see our
events page for an event near you.
The information and feedback gathered
from caregivers was handed out to 98
legislative offices on Caregiver Day at the
Capitol in January, 2019. We will be
presenting the top needs of caregivers to
our stakeholder workgroups and to other
child welfare advocates. This Caregiver
Policy Agenda is for all caregivers to use
and share as needed. We can even tailor it
to your county or community!

CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE OF CAREGIVERS

Advocacy & Wellness Education for Providers

29 March 2019 | 9:00AM to 2:00PM
Washington Unified School District Conference Hall, Fresno

Advocacy & Wellness Education for Parents
30 March 2019 | 9AM to 3PM
Butler Church, Fresno

CAC SoCA Parent Training
6 April 2019 | 6PM to 9PM
San Diego

Resource Family Policy Summit & Advocacy Training
13 April 2019 | 9AM to 12PM
Spring Hills Church, Santa Rosa
3 May 2019 | 10AM to 1PM
Kings County

Children's Rights & Parents' Resilience

15 May 2019 | 8:30AM to 12PM
Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove

National Foster Parent Association Conference

12-16 June 2019 | Garden Grove | CAC Dinner & Training

Advocacy & Wellness Training for Parents
27 July 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | Stanislaus County

Resource Family Policy Summit & Advocacy Training
21 September 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | San Diego
24 September 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | San Bernardino
September 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | Yolo
September 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | Tehama
5 October 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | Solano County
October 2019 | 10AM to 1PM | El Dorado County

Please let us know if you are interested in scheduling a training
event or Resource Family Policy Summit in your community.

MORE INFO/REGISTRATION: WWW.CACAREGIVERS.ORG/EVENTS

Sonoma County

RESOURCE FAMILY
POLICY SUMMIT
4. 13. 2019

Resource, Foster, Kinship, Adoptive
All Caregivers Welcome!

9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Child Care Provided
Certificate for Training Hours

Spring Hills Church
3700 Fulton Rd.
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

BE BOLD
BE HEARD

Contact: dfreier@cacaregivers.org
530-219-6604
Sponsored By: California Alliance of Caregivers,
Redwood Empire Foster Parent Association & Spring Hills Church

2019 CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE
CAREGIVER POLICY AGENDA
SUPPORTING STABILITY

Education &
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FOSTER CARE
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Foster Placement
Changes in CA

3.79 in
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Care 5+ Years
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Dental Health

Training,
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FAMILY STABILITY
California's foster and kinship
caregivers are the primary
intervention into the lives of abused
and neglected children in foster
care. These caregivers need
adequate support in order to provide
stable homes where children can
heal and thrive. The statewide
Continuum of Care Reform
acknowledges that children do best
in the nurture of a stable, loving
family home. Foster care outcomes
can improve when caregiver
feedback is included into program
and policy development and
implementation. Caregivers need
your help to promote policies that
support caregivers and high quality
foster care.

1100 11th Street, Suite 10, Sacramento, CA 95814 • 916-309-4360
jrexroad@cacaregivers.org • www.cacaregivers.org

FAMILY STABILITY
PROMOTING THE WELL-BEING OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS OF
CALIFORNIA'S FOSTER & KINSHIP
CAREGIVERS
POLICY #1 - PRIORITIZE TIMELY ACCESS TO
SUPPORTIVE RESOURCES FOR
CAREGIVERS
Expanded Emergency Child Care Bridge Program
Access to Trained Respite Care Providers
Peer Support & Mentoring
Training & Coaching on Child & Family Specific Issues
Access to Assistance for Transporting to School of Origin
Access to Specialized Permanency Services
Child-Centered Placement

POLICY #2 - ENGAGE CAREGIVERS IN
DECISION-MAKING
Information Sharing
Implementation of Child & Family Team Meetings
Value Caregiver Voice in Child & Family Teams
Neutral Child & Family Team Meeting Facilitation
Notification of Court Hearings and Court Decisions
Training on Caregiver Information Court Forms

POLICY #3 - PRIORITIZE TIMELY ACCESS TO
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Timely Assessments and Referrals
Establish 24-hour Crisis Response and Intervention
Increase Specialty Mental Health Providers for Children

POLICY #4 - PROVIDE CHILD-SPECIFIC COACHING AND
PEER MENTORS
Peer Support & Mentoring
Training & Coaching on Child & Family Specific Issues

ABOUT CALIFORNIA ALLIANCE OF CAREGIVERS
California Alliance of Caregivers represents the voices of
relative and non-relative caregivers to promote the wellbeing of children in foster care. In 2018, caregivers from
Crescent City to San Diego met in 7 regional Resource Family
Policy Summits across the state to share their experiences
with and solutions to improve the child welfare system.
*For more information on CA's first statewide caregiver policy agenda, visit www.cacaregivers.org/policy

BRIAN MAIENSCHEIN
ASSEMBLYMAN, SEVENTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT
___________________________________________________________

Assembly Bill 734
Resource Families: Supportive Services Pilot
Program to Improve Foster Placement Stability
Background:
Children in the foster care system experience an
average of 4.85 placement moves in 12 months for
children 16-17 years old. When children are moved
from home to home while in the state’s custody, they
experience further trauma, often resulting in
behavioral, emotional, social and academic
difficulties. The complexities of trauma and multiple
moves reduce the likelihood the child will find
permanence in adoption, reunification, or other
alternatives.

This Bill
This bill establishes a pilot creating a post-placement
coaching program for resource families which would
provide resource families with individualized support
to meet the complex needs of the children placed in
their home. Counties will have the option to apply for
participation in the pilot, with up to 5 counties
selected on a competitive basis. The structure and
detailed content of the program will be created by the
department
in
consultation
with
relevant
stakeholders.

When kinship and foster families (herein “resource
families”) do not receive the support they need to
care for these traumatized children, who display
extreme behaviors, the parents find themselves faced
with the decision to give a 7-day notice to have the
child removed from their home. Sometimes these
families will choose to never have a child placed in
their home again, for lack of support.

The coaching program will be strengths and skill
based, including trauma-informed, relationship
building skills informed by California’s Core Practice
Model (CPM). Counties that volunteer for the pilot
will implement this coaching program, and outcomes
will be reported back to the Legislature.

Post-placement coaching and other supportive
services, such as respite and transportation services,
for resource families would give the resource families
much needed support in navigating the complex
needs of the traumatized children placed in their
homes, resulting in stability and permanency for
children, and retention of resource families. Children
do best when they are cared for in committed
nurturing homes. Post-placement coaching can
support families in creating a home that meets the
child’s individualized needs, promoting their safety,
security, and growth into maturity.
Current Law
AB 403 (Stone) established the Continuum of Care
Reform (CCR) of child welfare law in California, and
encourages the creation of innovative supports for
caregivers. AB 404 (Stone) provided additional
guidelines for implementation of the CCR.
WIC 16605 creates a Kinship Support Services
Program to provide community-based family support
services to relative caregivers and children placed in
their homes by the juvenile court or who are at risk of
dependency or delinquency.

This innovative coaching program will strengthen the
CCR’s efforts to ensure every child lives in a
committed, nurturing, permanent family, by assisting
families with challenging transitions. The program
will improve the family’s confidence in meeting the
child’s day to day needs.
The implementation of the coaching model
developed through the pilot program will
significantly increase preparedness of and support for
resource families
and reduce the number of
placements that these children undergo. The program
will also improve stability and permanency outcomes
for foster youth, thus increasing the likelihood of
reunification or adoption.
Sponsor
California Alliance of Caregivers (Co-Sponsor)
Michelle Evans and Keri Firth, McGeorge School of
Law, Legislative and Public Policy Clinic Alumni
(Co-Sponsor)
Staff
Nadra Mamou
(916) 319-2077
Nadra.Mamou@asm.ca.gov
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CA - AB175 Foster care: rights.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would revise the Foster Care Bill of Rights and would include additional rights,
including, among others, the right to be referred to by the youth’s preferred name and gender
pronoun, the right to maintain the privacy of the youth’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer, and questioning status and gender identity, except as provided, and the right to have
reasonable access to computer technology and the internet.
Last Action: From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on JUD. (Ayes 7. Noes 1.) (February 26).
Re-referred to Com. on JUD. (February 26, 2019)
CA - AB337 Foster care payments: reasonable travel reimbursement for school.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would require a county to provide a foster care provider with a notice of action regarding
whether a child or nonminor dependent is eligible for the reasonable travel reimbursement. This
bill would additionally require a county to provide emergency caregivers with a payment to cover
the cost of reasonable travel for the child to remain in the school in which the child or nonminor
dependent is enrolled at the time of placement.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (February 11, 2019)
CA - AB395 Child abuse or neglect: foster children.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would, when a receiving entity receives a reported allegation of child abuse or neglect
that involves a child in foster care in which the alleged abuse or neglect occurred in a
community care facility, require the receiving entity to coordinate investigation efforts with the
licensing agency, as specified, and notify the Office of the State Foster Care Ombudsperson
within 24 hours of receiving the report. The bill would require an investigation conducted by the
receiving entity or the licensing agency to be completed no later than 30 days after the initial
report was received by the entity.
Last Action: Referred to Coms. on HUM. S. and PUB. S. (February 15, 2019)
CA - AB531 Foster youth: housing.
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Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would authorize a resource family, foster family home, certified foster home,
approved relative caregiver or nonrelative extended family member of a participant to be
automatically converted to a host family without additional certification. The bill would require, if a
nonminor dependent receiving transitional housing services lives with a host family, payment for
those services to be split between the transitional housing placement provider, the host
family, and the nonminor dependent, unless a different apportionment is agreed to by all
parties.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (February 21, 2019)
CA - AB734 Resource families: supportive services pilot program.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would require the State Department of Social Services to establish and facilitate a
pilot program, in up to 5 counties that voluntarily apply and are selected by the department, to
increase placement stability for foster youth and facilitate greater resource family retention
through the provision of community-based and family support services, including strengthsbased, skills-based, trauma-informed coaching.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (February 28, 2019)
CA - AB748 Nonminor dependents.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would authorize a nonminor who was under the dependency, delinquency, or transition
jurisdiction of the court, who has not yet attained 21 years of age, and who exited foster
care at or after the age of majority, to petition the court to resume dependency jurisdiction.
Last Action: Referred to Coms. on HUM. S. and JUD. (February 28, 2019)
CA - AB865 Resource family approval: training.
Notes:
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Bill Summary
This bill would instead require counties to include a minimum of 2 hours of in-person training on
understanding how to use best practices to provide care and supervision to children who have
been trafficked as part of the mandatory preapproval caregiver training described above. The bill
would require the training to be survivor informed, culturally relevant and appropriate, and to
address issues relating to stigma. The bill would also require the training to include specified
topics, including, among others, recognizing indicators of human trafficking and providing traumainformed care.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (March 4, 2019)
CA - AB995 Transitional Housing Program-Plus.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would expand the Transitional Housing Program-Plus by making transitional
housing available to any former foster youth who exited from the foster care system on or after
their 16th birthday and who meets the other requirements of the program.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (March 7, 2019)
CA - AB1005 Foster children and youth: family urgent response system.
Notes:
Bill Summary
The bill would require the department to establish a statewide hotline as the entry point for a
Family Urgent Response System, to respond to calls from caregivers or current or former foster
children or youth when a crisis arises, as specified. The bill would require the hotline to
include, among other things, referrals to the county, for further support and in-person
response.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (March 7, 2019)
CA - AB1061 Foster care.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would require a probation officer to, among other things, develop and implement
placement

preservation strategies under these provisions for probation-supervised youth.

Last Action: Referred to Com. on HUM. S. (March 7, 2019)
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CA - AB1068 Juveniles: dependency.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would instead require, if the court has not made a determination as to the
appropriateness of the relative placement, the court to set a hearing for relative placement within
30 calendar days of the dispositional hearing. The bill would require the social worker and the
court to make assessments and provide notice to the relatives and parties to the case within a
specified timeframe, up until the selection of a permanent plan, unless the social worker makes a
determination that an assessment is not necessary, as specified. Whenever a new
placement is made, the bill would require those assessments to be made within 30
calendar days of the need for placement.
Last Action: From printer. May be heard in committee March 24. (February 22, 2019)
CA - AB1436 Foster care.
Last Action: Read first time. (February 25, 2019)
CA - AB1556 Foster care: automobile insurance.
Last Action: Read first time. (February 25, 2019)
CA - SB219 Foster youth: enrichment activities.
Notes:
Bill Summary
This bill would establish the California Foster Youth Enrichment Grant Pilot Program. The bill
would require the Department of Social Services to provide grants of $500 or less to qualified
foster youth to enable them to participate in activities that enhance the foster youth’s skills,
abilities, self-esteem, or overall well-being.
Last Action: Set for hearing March 25. (March 5, 2019)
CA - SB445 Alcohol and drug treatment: youth.
Last Action: Referred to Com. on HEALTH. (March 7, 2019)

