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Persevering for Our Kids
BY JENN REXROAD

May is Foster Care Awareness month and there is no
other time that Resource Families should be
appreciated more than now. Families have stepped
up to risk their own health increasing their exposure
in order to serve and protect vulnerable children and
youth in foster care. They have been educating the
children in their care and even providing
occupational and physical therapy to children while
they are in quarantine. THANK YOU for all that you
do to ensure California's children and youth in foster
care are safe and secure. We are working to ensure
that families have what they need in order to provide
stable homes for children during this crisis. There
are many different types of support being offered
and we hope that you are accessing the help that
you need. If you have questions about how to access
information, training or other resources, we
encourage you to drop into our virtual support
group - Coffee with Caregivers.
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2020/2021 Budget & Advocacy

The state of California will need to make
devastating budget cuts as a result of the
budget shortfall. Child welfare advocates
have been asked to prioritize the top needs
of foster children and youth. The cost of
caring for children in foster care has
increased with the shelter-in-place order.
We hope that the federal Pandemic-EBT
program will help to offset the additional
cost of feeding children during the school
closure. Most children will receive this
benefit automatically. Families can also
apply online. Please see page 3 for more
information on P-EBT. Families can pick up
breakfast and lunch for their children at
school lunch pick up locations, and also
receive the P-EBT benefit. We hope that
families are accessing other programs and
benefits including discounted utilities,
foster youth cell phones and laptops, and
also essential needs and services through
Family Resource Centers, who are now
serving Resource Families. Family
Resource Center received funding to serve
and support Resource Families during the
COVID-19 crisis. You can find your local
"FRC" by our link provided on the resource
page.

Take time for yourself

continued...
Most legislation that was introduced this
year has been postponed so that the
legislature can focus on the crisis at
hand. Our initial support for budget and
policy changes to improve foster care
have now changed to what is most
helpful and feasible during this time. We
hope to expand the rate flexibility that
the Governor provided in his COVID-19
response package for children and
families to include families who have
been impacted by COVID-19 income loss
and COVID-19 related circumstances that
threaten placement stability. We are also
advocating for the extension of P-EBT
through the summer months. In
addition, we are advocating for the
immediate implementation of FURS
(Family Urgent Response System) so that
families can receive the help they need to
avoid greater crisis in the home. Please
contact us as your needs continue to
evolve over the summer months. CAC is
here to give you a voice in Sacramento
and to connect you with resources and
information.

Pandemic EBT
Get help buying food while
schools are closed
Because schools are closed due to
COVID-19, children who are eligible for
free or reduced-price meals can get up to
$365 in food benefits in addition to their
pick up meals from school. These food
benefits are called Pandemic EBT or P-EBT.

P-EBT benefits coming soon in May 2020
How will families get their P-EBT
benefits?
Most families with children who applied
for CalFresh or Medi-Cal benefits do not
need to apply. They will get their P-EBT
card in the mail during the month of May.
P-EBT cards will begin arriving around
May 12, 2020 through May 22, 2020.
Families with children who are eligible for
free and reduced-price meals and who do
not get their P-EBT card in the mail by
May 22, 2020 must apply online before
June 30, 2020.

Where can families apply?
Families should look out for a message
from their school district or local
community-based organization about how
to apply in mid to late May.

Use it like a debit card.
Families will get up to $365 per eligible
child on their P-EBT card to use on food
and groceries. If you already have this
card, you do not need to apply online.

*Students can still pick up to-go meals if
they have P-EBT benefits.

P-EBT is a program by CDSS and CDE, funded by the USDA, an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Visit
www.parentscaregivers4wellness.org
for recorded webinar trainings on:
Partnering with Your Child's Mental
Health Provider
Navigating the Educational Rights of
Children and Youth

For Parents and Caregivers
of Children with Mental
Health Needs

During the current
COVID-19 crisis, we are
preparing webinars to
address the emerging
needs of families and to
connect them with
emerging resources. If
your group or agency
would like to schedule or
attend a training on a
specific topic, please
contact
dfreier@cacaregivers.org

Fostering in a time of Crisis
Resources for Children and Families

Virtual trainings
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Alliance for Children's Rights
Resource Page
Alliance for Children's Rights
Webinar Training
Foster and Kinship Care Education
Webinar Training
Contact: fkcehelp@cccco.edu

iFoster Cell Phones for
Foster Youth
CDSS All County
Letters
Lilliput COVID-19
Resource Guide for
Parents & Caregivers

Audible - Free audiobooks for kids

COFFEE WITH

CAREGIVERS
VIRTUAL CONNECTION, SUPPORT &
TRAINING
Grab your favorite drink and snack and join us
during the following virtual meetings:

May 8th 1:30-2:30 pm
May 12th 1:30-2:30 pm
May 15th 10:30-11:30 am
May 19th 1:30-2:30 pm
May 21st 10:30-11:30 am
May 26th 1:30-2:30 pm
May 29th 10:30-11:30 am

register @ www.cacaregivers.org/coffee
email or call Dayna: dfreier@cacaregivers.org
530-219-6604

May 7, 2020
The Honorable Holly J. Mitchell
Chair, Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review
California State Senate
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
The Honorable Richard Pan
Chair, Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 3
California State Senate
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
The Honorable Phil Ting
Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
California State Assembly
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
The Honorable Joaquin Arambula
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee
on Health and Human Services
California State Assembly
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Senator Mitchell, Senator Pan, Assemblymember Ting and Assemblymember Arambula:
Our organizations write to request immediate action be taken to ensure adequate financial
support for those families caring for our state’s children in foster care by continuing and
expanding the rate flexibility initially created as a result of the Governor’s April 17 executive
order and by ensuring that families that qualified for pandemic EBT benefits receive nutritional
support during the coming summer months.
Tens of thousands of individuals across the state have lost jobs or income as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and for resource families and relative caregivers, this loss of income and
support is likely to jeopardize their ability to meet the needs of the children in their care. In
addition, our resource families are now being called upon to do more than ever as a result of
school and child care closures, suspensions of in-person visitation and many of the therapies and
services families rely on to address trauma and keep the children in their home stable.
Recognizing these additional needs, the Governor permitted the state to establish temporary
payment amounts to support families impacted by COVID-19 not to exceed the amount of the

Intensive Services Foster Care Rate. Further, California took advantage of pandemic EBT
benefits to ensure families can meet the nutritional needs of children in their care during periods
of school closures of five or more days. These additional supports and flexibility are set to
expire June 30, 2020 even though it is unlikely that summer camps or other child care options
will be available or that families impacted by closures, job loss and reduced hours will be
economically stable once again.
In order to address the needs of those most severely impacted by the crisis, we are requesting that
the Legislature take action to extend and expand the temporary payments authorized through
Executive Order N-53-20 to ensure that all families impacted by COVID-19, including through
job loss or school and child care closures, can benefit from the additional support. In addition,
the state should ensure that families who qualified for pandemic EBT benefits during the periods
of school closures receive the equivalent level of funding for the months of June, July and
August in recognition of the fact that summer camp and other child care opportunities will be
limited and families will otherwise struggle to meet the basic food needs of the children in the
care.
Policy Change: Amend Welfare and Institutions Code sections 11460, 11461,11461.3,
11461.36, 11461.4, 11463, and 11464 to allow the Department of Social Services to establish
temporary payment amounts, based on COVID-19-related criteria inclusive of families impacted
by COVID-19 through job loss, reduced hours, school and child care closures, not to exceed the
rate paid on behalf of an eligible child placed with an intensive services foster care resource
family or, for a child determined to require the level of care provided by a short-term residential
therapeutic program, the rate established by the Department for that program.
Proposed Trailer Bill Language:
Add section 11464.01 to the Welfare and Institutions Code to read:
Notwithstanding any rate established pursuant to, or limited by, sections 11460,
11461,11461.3, 11461.36, 11461.4, 11463, and 11464 of the Welfare and Institutions Code and
accompanying rules and regulations, the Department of Social Services shall establish
temporary payment amounts, based on COVID-19-related criteria established by the
Department which shall include but not be limited to families impacted by COVID-19 as a
result of exposure or infection, job loss or a reduction in hours, or school or child care
closures. The rate established pursuant to this section shall not exceed the rate paid on behalf
of an eligible child placed with an intensive services foster care resource family or, for a child
determined to require the level of care provided by a short-term residential therapeutic
program, the rate established by the Department for that program. Payment amounts shall be
determined in consultation with the Department of Finance and shall be subject to such
necessary budgetary action as may otherwise be required by law.

Add section 18995.01 to the Welfare and Institutions Code to read:
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In order to address the impact of summer camp and child care closures during the summer
months as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the State Department of Social Services shall
issue one-time payments to all children who were eligible for pandemic EBT benefits during
the school months. The one-time payments shall equal $365 per child and cover the months
of June, July and August 2020.

Without our resource families and relative caregivers, we will face a crisis in placement stability
and available family homes to support children who need care and protection. The COVID-19
pandemic has resulted in many of our current and prospective resource families facing precarious
situations while juggling increased demands of caring for children with limited in-person
supports or services. Given these compounding impacts of COVID-19, we urge action to ensure
our resource families have access to additional financial and food support in the coming fiscal
year in order to continue to be successful in stabilizing and caring for the children in their homes.
Please contact Jenn Rexroad at (530) 312-0480 or jrexroad@cacaregivers.org if you have
questions.
We appreciate your continued leadership and support of our children in care.
Sincerely,
Jenn Rexroad, Executive Director
California Alliance of Caregivers

Angie Schwartz, Vice President, Policy and Advocacy
Alliance for Children’s Rights

Susanna Kniffen, Senior Director, Child Welfare Policy
Children Now
cc:
Kim Johnson, California Department of Social Services
Daphne Hunt, California Health and Human Services Agency
Tam Ma, Office of the Governor
Mareva Brown, Office of the Senate President Pro Tempore
Gail Gronert, Office of the Assembly Speaker
Justin Freitas, Department of Finance
Ginni Navarro & Angela Short, Legislative Analyst’s Office
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